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Now many veteran injectors have
added oil controller—and potential
acne fighter—to the list, based on clini-
cal and anecdotal observations of the
drug’s effect on sebum flow. “Skin is
noticeably clearer in Botox-treated
areas,” says Mount Kisco, New York,
dermatologist David E. Bank, MD,
whose wife requests her touch-ups not
as lines reappear but when her T-zone
starts to look too shiny.
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leans, treated 15 severe-acne sufferers
with diluted Botox and found a
dramatic reduction in breakouts 12
weeks posttreatment. Outright pore
blockage doesn’t seem to be a problem,
since oil still flows to the skin surface—
just at a much slower rate.

Still, some Botox experts are
wary ofadministering the toxin across
large areas of the face (versus the pin-
pointed-muscle approach). While ad-
mitting that the possibility is very
rare, Miami dermatologist Fredric
Brandt, MD, says, “I'm still concerned
that the toxin could penetrate deeper
and trigger overall facial weakening.”
But for those on a quest for a shine-
free complexion, salvation may be
worth a shot.—NIcOLE CATANESE
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